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Campaign "Elections - Me and You, not You, neither Me!" of HIWAR Center for Youth 

and Women's Empowerment in Palestine  

 

HIWAR Center for Youth and Women's Empowerment in Ramallah, Palestine 

implemented successfully this summer the campaign on encouraging women 

participation in local politics, part of the program "Promoting Women's Participation 

in Public Life" under the project "CSO WINS: Capacity-building in the Southern 

Mediterranean to Open Policy Dialogue and Monitoring for Women in Society", 

coordinated by the European Institute of the Mediterranean (IE Med), 

Euromediterranean Women's' Foundation and financed by the European Union.   

 

In July 2017 a number of workshops were held in the targeted areas of Beitunia, Deir 

Ibiza and Kafr Naama to raise awareness among the community about the 

importance of women's participation in public life in the Women's College, the 

Modern University College and Al-Quds Open University. The workshops were 

dedicated to support women and youth in all areas of life, focusing on the 

importance of voice and voting, and the importance of participation in local and 

union elections and student councils.  
 

 
 

 

After the workshops, HIWAR Center organized series of meetings with prominent 

women role models - Ms. Najwa Jubran AbuZahra, Chairwoman of the Palestinian 

Women Union in Austria, Dr. Serenity Nasser, former minister of communications and 

information technology, Ms. Mona Khalili, Ombudsman and also Secretary of the 

Palestinian Women's Union, Dr. Fyha Qasim Abdul (writer, research adviser, 
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community activist and a lecturer, director of the Institute of Studies and Research, 

and a member of the Palestinian National Council) to speak about their experiences 

and lessons learnt from their professional and political careers and to explain why it is 

important women in Palestine to participate actively in local politics.  

 

 

  
 

 

In August 2017, Iman Abdel Rahman, Director of the Hiwar Center spoke in TV series, 

dedicated to gender equality, human rights and political participation of women in 

Palestine, highlighting women's problems and difficulties they face in the elections.  
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In parallel with the TV talks, the campaign continued with specialized trainings to 

promote women's participation in public life under the slogan "Elections - Me and 

You, not You, neither Me!". 

 

 The trainings were organized for women - potential independent candidates, who 

were trained to run electoral campaigns. Some of the topics of the trainings were 

development of communication skills, gender equality in politics, strategic planning, 

reporting and campaigning from start to finish, electoral legislation. Two of the 

trainings were held by representatives of the Palestinian Electoral Committee and 

were dedicated to the electoral legislation.  
 
 

 
  

The campaign culminated in a 

graduation ceremony in August 

2017.  

The most important outcomes of the 

trainings were also networking 

between trained women and 

municipal and rural councils, so that 

a supportive and volunteer group will 

be established to help women in the 

targeted municipal and village 

councils. The project already has 

succeeded to rehabilitate the 

feminist network in these areas, and 

to identify some of the most acute 

needs of women, living in the area. 
 
 


