
 

 

Syrian Women’s Network holds a workshop of women empowerment politically and 

rhetorically 

 

Gaziantep, Turkey 

 

Syrian Women’s Network and ABF organization held a workshop from the 2th to the 5th of 

November 2016 in Gaziantep, Turkey. Representatives of civil society have attended where they 

discussed topics related to Syrian women, in addition to rhetoric.  

 

The workshop was performed according to a pre-planned program through three days. The first 

day was opened by: Mr. Reda Talbi, Mrs. Magdalina Deck and Ms, Vironka Palm from ABF. 

Samira Zair from SWN presented a summary of the network and its establishment process. She 

also went through SWN’s projects and accomplishments. Another participant presented the field 

situation and troop distribution inside Syria, he also referred to the violations committed by illegal 

Syrian regime and the Russian enemy by targeting civilian houses and schools in what considered 

a violation of human rights and international law. 

 

“Violence against women” was the first presentation presented by Ms. Magdalina based on UN-

Women statistics, starting from sexual verbal harassment to domestic violence murders. She 

moderated an exercise to figure out the motivations behind sexual violence against women which 

may vary in four categories: physical, psychological, sexual and “others”. Every group chose one 

corner to defend their point, most opinions went to psychological motivations and “others”. Mrs. 

Magdalina explained how patriotic society is responsible for gender inequality. Finally, she 

answered the question: “why gender equality?”. 

 

Mrs. Vironika gave a presentation titled “Women, power and politics”, she explained that gendered 

system is based on two theories: women and men separation, men do it better. Gender separation 

creates inequality in income without violating the law because there is one gender in work field, 

what results in men domination and gender based separated system (discrimination against 

women). Mrs. Vironika spoke about gender equality, specially after political transition in Syria, 

and the role of Syrian women in society. Syrian women gave examples of successful women who 

take their roles overcoming obstacles and discrimination against them in their won society.  

 

Trainer, Mr. Yaser Abd Al Aziz, started the rhetoric workshop by introducing everyone. Then, he 

gave four questions for four groups, every participant had to answer. The exercise was an attempt 

to figure out participants nature: dogmatic, rational, theorist or pragmatic. It was followed by a 

discussion about individuals loyalty to groups in order to figure out the correctness of exercise 

results.   

 

Mr. Abd Alaziz focused on persuasion and conviction in rhetoric, the difference between them and 

tools that can be used to create persuasion among targeted audience. That can be applied to have 

a better understanding of women causes among wider audience. Other points that were focused on 

are: create persuasion by empowering media role in targeting audience, create persuasion by finical 

and economic empowerment of targeted audience and create persuasion by awareness raising  

about women rights in schools.  

 



 

 

Many videos were displayed through the workshop to show examples of some rhetoric strengths 

and weaknesses such as: Hitler, Bashar Al-Assad, rhotic about violence against women. In 

addition,  an exercise was performed to demonstrate convincing power where participants tried to 

affect their audience convincing them of principles they usually opposite. 

 

The interesting thing about the rhetoric workshop is that, the hero is the participant, she/he 

prepared her/his speech, had critics from other participants, then she/he presented again after 

correcting her/his mistakes, taking in consideration the following point: target audience, 

presentation, statistics, demand and finishing with hope words. Also, watching videos of other 

examples followed by explanations was helping in this regard.  


