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The event will take place virtually via Zoom. The link
to the event will be sent prior to the event. 

https://zoom.us/j/96072283403?pwd=bklUYkVhUHYrN2lKN09ZMWpHVzZHZz09


This event is proud to welcome speakers from the
following organizations: 

The Organisation for Economic Co-operation
and Development (OECD) is an international
organisation that works to build better policies
for better lives. Our goal is to shape policies that
foster prosperity, equality, opportunity and well-
being for all. We draw on 60 years of experience
and insights to better prepare the world of
tomorrow.

COVID-19 in the MENA region. What Gender Policy
Responses Do We Need?

Dubai Exports offers long-term growth
strategies to help businesses expand and
maximize their opportunities given by Dubai’s
unique position as a natural trade gateway
between the East and the West.  They  provide
trade information, branding advice, financial,
legal and foreign trade representation and
access to potential buyers. 

Participating Organizations

The Euro-Mediterranean Women’s Foundation
(hereafter, the Foundation) is an non-profit
independent organisation launched in 2014. It
is structured as a Network of networks
bringing together all gender equality actors in
the Euro-Mediterranean space

SheTrades is a unique digital platform that
allows women-owned businesses, organisations,
companies and ITC SheTrades partner
institutions to connect with businesses and
individuals, learn new skills, participate in
workshops and training sessions, and stay up to
date in the latest ICT trends. An initiative of
UNIDO and World Trade Organisation. 
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The German-Arab Women Business Leaders
Summit 2018 has been established to connect,
engage and empower women across Germany and
the Arab world. When Women Lean In, Economies
Win. Empowering women economically bears a
major potential for economic growth worldwide.

Located in the UK and founded in 1209, the
University of Cambridge is the fourth-oldest
university in the world. There are 31 Colleges, six
Schools and over 150 Faculties and Departments
that make up the University of Cambridge, covering
a vast array of subjects and specialised areas of
research.

http://www.oecdbetterlifeindex.org/
https://www.oecd.org/60-years/
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJItcOuqpjguGtfF6yuwNQQ3QsO-VM8McdFc
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 Background:

In the MENA region, women are overrepresented in industries that
COVID-19 and its subsequent restrictions have impacted the
hardest. Women remain at the forefront of essential services
rendering them additionally vulnerable to the health and economic
impacts of the virus. However, economic instability and pandemic
responses are compounded with increases in unpaid labour by
women, affecting their psychological and overall well-being. 

Consistent with Sustainable Development Goal 5 (Achieve gender
equality and empower all women and girls), this roundtable
discussion will bring experts together to explore the inclusive
gender responses needed for a better future for women and
communities in the MENA region during a post COVID-19 era. It will
bring about inspiring and innovative ideas regarding gender policy
responses which can be adopted by decision makers in the MENA
region to inform evidence-based policies to promote gender-
inclusive economic, public, and social policies that empower women
in both the public and private spheres. 

Join us for what promises to be a very insightful discussion on
COVID-19 crisis gender responses and policies. This roundtable  is
organized in partnership with SANAD Entrepreneurship Academy,
this event will be held in English and is a great opportunity to learn
and participate in gender policy making in times of crisis.
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Program:

16h00-16h10

16h10-17h00

17h00-17h20

17h20-17h30 Concluding Remarks 

Welcoming Remarks 

Roundtable Discussion 

Q&A with the participants  
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Dr. Gaëlle Ferrant is an economist and gender specialist
coordinating the gender programme of the OECD Global
Relations Secretariat Middle East and Africa Division. In
this capacity, Gaëlle manages the MENA-OECD Women's
Economic Empowerment Forum (WEEF) and leads the
Gender Projects of the OECD Country Programmes -
notably in Morocco and Egypt, including policy-oriented
analysis, policy dialogue and gender data capacity
building. Gaëlle joined the OECD in 2013 as economist.
She oversaw the Gender Programme of the OECD
Development Centre, including measurement of gender-
based discrimination in laws, social norms and practices
through the Social Institutions and Gender Index (SIGI)
and its country studies. 

Ms. Meritxell Joan 
Rodríguez

Ms. Rodríguez joined the Euro-Mediterranean Women’s
Foundation (EMWF) in 2020. She has an extensive
research and teaching experience on gender-related
issues, including individual and collective identity-
construction processes, intercultural dialogue and social
transformation in the Euro-Mediterranean region.
 
Meritxell holds a PhD in Linguistic, Literary and Cultural
Studies from the University of Barcelona. Prior to her
involvement at the EMWF, she trained as a researcher at
several international institutions. She has also worked as
a translator and as a teacher of languages and literatures.

Speakers:

Dr. Gaëlle Ferrant 
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Dr Ashraf Mahate is the Chief Economist for Trade and
Export Market Development at Dubai Exports, part of
the Government of Dubai. In his current capacity, Dr
Mahate provides econometric analysis, information and
advice to key decision makers that promotes a
structured as well as detailed understanding of trade
and trade policy's role in economic growth,
diversification and development of Dubai and the
United Arab Emirates. Dr Mahate is responsible for
overseeing thought leadership within Dubai Exports in
the areas of trade, trade policy, entrepreneurship,
creativity and innovation.
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Dr Shima Barakat is a Research and Teaching Fellow in
Enterprise and Entrepreneurship at the Cambridge
Judge Business School. She started her career as a
construction engineer, which led to an interest in how
organisations understand and act in relation to the
natural environment and global issues, and ultimately
to inspiring and supporting entrepreneurialism and
business ‘not as usual’.

Driven to make a difference in the world in everything
she does, be it through startups, teaching, research or
networks. Drawing on both her engineering and
management education and experience she has
delivered over 25 years of consulting, research and
teaching in Europe and the Middle East and have
advised numerous organisations. 

Dr. Shima Barakat 

https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJItcOuqpjguGtfF6yuwNQQ3QsO-VM8McdFc


Gabi brings 25 years of knowledge and working
experience as a multi-award winning provider of
training, coaching and consultancy with special focus
on the Arab World, Diversity Management & Inclusion
and Women & Leadership. Owner and Managing
Director of CrossCultures, she has an academic
background in Middle Eastern Studies and Diversity
Management. 
For more than 20 years Gabi has been strongly
committed to the dialogue and network of German and
Arab women leaders, having initiated in 2007 the first
Arab-German Businesswomen Dialogue at the Ghorfa
Arab-German Chamber of Commerce and Industry’s
annual Arab-German Business Forum, also partnering
with the Arab International Women’s Forum (AIWF). 

COVID-19 in the MENA region. What Gender Policy
Responses Do We Need?

For more than 25 years I have had the pleasure of meeting many
inspiring women leaders from different backgrounds, all succeeding,
excelling and progressing in their chosen field of work. These women
are strong, determined and passionate, their confidence, enthusiasm

and presence sparkle.
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Dr. Gabi Kratochwil

https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJItcOuqpjguGtfF6yuwNQQ3QsO-VM8McdFc


Organized by: 

Womenpreneur-Initiative:
 

Womenpreneur-Initiative is a Brussels based organization, Our activities
and initiatives are focused on Belgium and MENA (the Middle East &
North Africa) region, since 2016 we’ve reached and supported more
than 15,000 women. Our aim is to advance women’s place in the
entrepreneurial scene, technology, innovation & society. We meet our
aim through a variety of innovative experiences, entrepreneurial
activities, mentorship sessions, leadership programs, technology
education, networking events, and opportunities.
More details: www.womenpreneur-initiative.com

 
SANAD’s Entrepreneurship Academy: 
 

The SANAD Entrepreneurship Academy, an initiative of the SANAD
Technical Assistance Facility, encompasses a range of programs to
support entrepreneurs throughout the target region of the SANAD
Fund for MSME. By working together with local organizations that drive
incubation and acceleration projects, the Entrepreneurship Academy
provides entrepreneurs and their businesses with guidance, resources,
mentoring, networking opportunities, the chance to receive financial
backing, and other means necessary to turn good ideas into successful
enterprises.
More details: https: www.sanad.lu/technical-assistance-facility/sanad-
entrepreneurship-academy
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Address : Rue Darwin 65, 1050 Brussels, Belgium
Office : +32 2 850 27 98 

Web Site : www.womenpreneur-initiative.com 
E-mail : info@womenpreneur-initiative.com 

  

Womenpreneur-

Initiative

@Womenpreneur1 @womenpreneur.

initiative   

Contact us 

https://www.facebook.com/womenpreneurinitiative
https://twitter.com/Womenpreneur1
https://www.instagram.com/womenpreneur.initiative/?hl=it
https://www.instagram.com/womenpreneur.initiative/?hl=it

